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We are delighted to have welcomed global
thought-leaders (TKF Participants) and
supporters (TKF Friends) to the Swiss Alps
from 24th to 26th July 2018 to participate
in this year’s The Klosters Forum (TKF). The
distinguished cohort of TKF Participants
came together to – collectively – tackle the
question of how to stem the flow of plastics
into the ocean.
Opening Evening: Tuesday 24th July 2018
Artist and environmentalist Chris Jordan opened The
Klosters Forum by taking us through his starkly compelling images and parts of his powerful Albatross film.
Jordan plunged right into the social and emotional heart
of the plastic issue, thereby setting TKF’s tone: intelligence, action and compassion; knowledge, creativity
and responsibility.
Dinner following Jordan’s opening was given at the von
Meiss family home in the heart of Klosters, which gave
TKF Participants the time and space to get to know
each other in an informal setting and set the stage for
authentic and close collaboration.
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Forum Day 1: Wednesday 25th July 2018
We kicked off the first day with a voluntary walk to the
Kesslerhof, a quintessentially Swiss second-generation
family-run dairy farm. The Kesslerhof played host to
TKF-Participant only workshops curated by Common
Seas, as well as to a lunch and a panel discussion on The
Social Responsibility of Plastic, during which we were
joined by our TKF Friends. Both mornings, Palma Michel
started the programme with a brief mindfulness session
to give TKF Participants the opportunity to open and
calm their minds before heading into the workshops.

PANEL I: The Social Responsibility of Plastic
The Social Responsibility of Plastic panel was moderated by Pew’s Simon Reddy, and included IUCN’s Carl
Gustaf Lundin, Massey University’s Dr Trisia Farrelly,
Scott DeFife, the Plastics Industry Association, Oceana’s CEO Andrew Sharpless and Ocean Recovery Alliance MD and Founder, Douglas Woodring.
Some key themes that emerged included:
•

•

•
•

The severe environmental threats posed by plastic
pollution and the conflict with the many legitimate
and necessary uses for plastics in the economy, and
its environmental benefits;
The need for consumption to be reduced through
advancements in packaging supply chains and trade
relationships;
The announcement of a change in policy by Oceana,
to look at plastic marine pollution;
Given the urgency of the challenge, immediate
a ction needs to be taken, instead of spending time
developing the perfect utopian action, which may be
years, if not decades, away.

The working day ended with a cool Sharp’s Brewery
beer as the sun went down over the mountains. This
was accompanied by the sound of Keynvor, a collection
of four compositions inspired by recordings from the
ocean sounds found on the Cornish coast. As a result of
a unique collaboration with Spotify, profits from each
download are donated to Surfers Against Sewage.
Wednesday’s dinner was at the cosy Hotel Chesa
Grischuna, where The Economist’s Jan P
 iotrowski led
an animated and provocative discussion on the role of
business & business interventions in tackling plastic
pollution.
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PANEL II: The Role of Business & Business Interventions
in Tackling Plastic Pollution
Panelists included: Circulate Capital Founder Rob Kaplan, ClientEarth’s Tatiana Lujan, Plastic Disclosure
Project’s Doug Woodring & Plastic Bank Co-Founder
Shaun Frankson.
Key takeaways included:
•

•

•

The announcement of the launch of Circulate Capital, a South and Southeast Asia based fund which
aims to invest in companies, innovation and projects
that prevent plastic from leaking into the ocean;
The announcement of ClientEarth’s newly published
“Risk unwrapped: Plastic pollution as a material business risk ” which points to businesses’ obligations to
manage and disclose material business risks posed
by plastic pollution;
Discussions around the role and responsibility of
business, and the question of whether “waste” could
potentially be an investment opportunity, a risk, a
resource and/or a currency, and if pollution could be
reframed as valuable matter out-of-place, as well as
potential consequences of such reframing.

Matt Mulrennan, Director of XPRIZE Ocean Initiative
announced the newly launched Saving Coral Reefs
XPRIZE.

Forum Day 2: Thursday 26th July 2018

On Day 2, TKF Participants took the gondola up to the
majestic Madrisa mountain where the charming Madrisa
Hof provided the base for further lively discussions
amidst panoramic views of the Swiss Alps. Alongside the
TKF Participant workshops, led by Common Seas, the
TKF Friends joined us whilst panelists helped us to Explore Alternatives and Navigate the Maze for the Best
and the Safest.
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Panel III: Exploration of Alternatives:
How to Navigate the Maze for the Best and the Safest
Panelists included: Dr Arturo Castillo Castillo, Imperial
College London, Plastic Solutions Fund & Oak Foundation’s Steve Campbell, Fauna and Flora’s Nicola Frost,
Ecover & Method’s Tom Domen and Franklin Till founder
and designer Caroline Till.
Key themes explored included:
•

•

•

•

•

The importance of strong communication that whilst
we need not eliminate plastics in their entirety, we
need to be mindful that every piece of material we
use is taken from the finite resources of the environment and that the “Take-Make (toxic)- Dispose”
model is no longer a viable model;
That collaboration of the great minds in the room
was essential in ensuring that we do not blindly create other terrestrial problems in our quest for solutions;
The need to consider the human and environmental impacts of solutions as well as the varying short,
medium and long term solutions;
The design failure of our continued use of an
indestructible material for single use items in a
massive volume and the responsibility of the design
world: we designed our way in to this issue and therefore can and should design our way out. Designers’
creativity and fresh perspective is an essential component in the necessary re-design of our material
universe;
That there is not one solution: we need silver buckshot and not a silver bullet.

Whilst participants and friends joined forces for home
made pizzas on the terrace surrounded by the mountain
scenery, Kurt Wandfluh serenaded us with the sounds of
his Alphorn.
The Forum was brought to a close with drinks and dinner
at Klosters’ Kaffee Klatsch.
4-Guinness-World-Record-Holding ocean rower Roz
Savage gave a rousing call to action to keep on with the
hard work in finding solutions to plastic pollution: we are
all working towards the same goal and to achieve our
aim we need resilience, perseverance and mutual support.
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We would like to thank: Common Seas who supported us
as topic specialists to help shape the Forum’s content
and flag some of the many challenges in this complex
issue; Action for Conservation for providing the vital
voice of young people through their thought-provoking short film; our sponsor XPRIZE and other private
sponsors for their generous support; the TKF Friends,
our community of supporters who play a key role in
advancing the mission and vision of TKF; the TKF Ambassadors for supporting and connecting us; the TKF
Advisory Board for guiding us; The TKF Board of Trustees for providing our foundation; our countless hosts in
Klosters who opened their homes and their businesses
and warmly welcomed the TKF team, participants and
friends; and all the helpers and volunteers who worked
tirelessly to create a smooth and seamlessly organised
Forum.
We also thank our distinguished, inspirational and expert TKF Participants for travelling from around the
world to join us in finding solutions to the challenge of
how to stem the flow of plastics into the ocean. We are
grateful that the TKF Participants were so generous
with their time and energy and that they shared their
expertise with one another to explore a range of solutions.
The TKF Participants helped us to fulfill the mission
we set out - to convene and connect relevant, impactful and committed stakeholders, raise awareness of
the issues and address the complexity of the plastics
challenge. We look forward to seeing how the seeds of
collaborative projects, planted in Klosters, develop and
we look forward to seeing many return next year from
26–28 June 2019 to build on the work of TKF 2018 and to
drive forward solutions to tackle the plastic tide.
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